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TERMED R INSERTION (INTRUSIVE R) 

Intrusive „r” comes usually between vowel sounds – according to what you hear, not 

necessarily what you see. When words ending in certain vowels are followed by words 

beginning with vowels, people using non-rhotic accent insert an /r/.The rule is that if [ɑ:], [ɔ:], [ə] or [ɜ:] is followed 

by another vowel, then /r/ is inserted, regardless of whether there is an r in the spelling. In cockney this is 

extended to the [æ:]. The most common case of an intrusive sound can be found when the first word finishes with a 

sound [ɔ:] and the next one starts with any vowel sound.  

Audio 1

Law and order     | ˌlɔ: rənd ˈɔːdə | or | ˌlɔ:r ənd ˈɔːdə | 

I saw a bird.      | ˈaɪ sɔ: rə ˈbɜːd | or | ˈaɪ sɔ:r ə ˈbɜːd | 

Let’s draw it.      | lɛts drɔːr ɪt | or | lɛts drɔː rɪt | 

Major flaw in that theory.    | ˈmeɪʤə flɔːr ɪn ðæt ˈθɪəri | 

My dog hurt his paw on some broken glass.  | dɒg hɜːt hɪz pɔːr ɪn sʌm ˈbrəʊkən glɑːs | 

! I saw him do this.    | ˈaɪ sɔ: rɪm duː ðɪs | or | ˈaɪ sɔ: hɪm duː ðɪs | 

Audio 2   It also happens in other vowel word-endings such as:  

China and India.     | ˈʧaɪnə rænd ˈɪndɪə | 

Australia and England.    | ɒˈstreɪliːə rænd ˈɪŋglənd | 

Bacteria on it.      | bækˈtɪərɪər ɒn ɪt | or | bækˈtɪərɪə rɒn ɪt | 

Media attention.     | ˈmiːdiər əˈtɛnʃ(ə)n | or |ˈmiːdiə rəˈtɛnʃ(ə)n | 

Anna is trapped.     | ˈænə rɪz træpt | 

The data is ready.     | ðə ˈdeɪtə rɪz ˈrɛdi | 

Audio   3  In some accents – intrusive /r/ may occur in the middle of the word between two vowel sounds: 

Drawing       | dɔːɪŋ |  or |  dr ɔːrɪŋ | 

Withdrawal      | wɪðˈdɹɔːrəl | 

 

It is also common after glottal stop such as: 

 let it snow     | lɛrɪt snəʊ | 

The phenomenon may be found also when it is not supposed to happen according to the rules.  

Some native speakers [e.g. “midland accent” ] say:  

 wash        | wɒʃ |  like:  warsh  | wɒrʃ | 
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Audio 4   

Ex. 1: Listen and repeat 

Flaw in this.    | flɔːr ɪn ðɪs. | or | flɔː rɪn ðɪs | 

Can you draw a circle?   | kæn juː drɔː rə ˈsɜːkl? | 

The idea of it.     | ði aɪˈdɪər ɒvɪt. | or | ði aɪˈdɪə rɒv ɪt | 

I saw a film today.   | aɪ sɔːr ə fɪlm təˈdeɪ. | or | aɪ sɔː rə fɪlm təˈdeɪ | 

Australia is big.     | ɒˈstreɪliːə rɪz bɪg | 

Drawing is my favourite hobby.   | ˈdrɔːrɪŋ ɪz maɪ ˈfeɪvərɪt ˈhɒbi |  

 

Audio 5 

Ex. 2: Listen and decide if the sentences contain intrusive /r/.  

I saw him there.  

A sofa and a chair. 

America is a great country. 

Going to a media event.  

His mother in love is nice. 

In America or Australia.  

 

Ex. 4: Make a small talk with your partner using the phrases below:  

Brenda and Tom are coming.    | ˈbrendər ənd tɒm ə ˈkʌmɪŋ | 

Amelia is pretty.       | eɪˈmiːlɪə rɪz ˈprɪti | or | liar ɪz ˈprɪti | 

Australia and England.     | ɒˈstreɪliər ənd ˈɪŋɡlənd | 

Media event.      | ˈmiːdɪər ɪˈvent | or | ˈmiːdɪə rɪˈvent | 

The tuna is served.    | ðə ˈtjuːnə z sɜːvd | or | ðə ˈtjuːnə rɪz sɜːvd | 

Austria is huge.     | ˈɒstriər ɪz hjuːdʒ | 

I spent a day in the spa and relaxed.  | ˈaɪ spent ə ˈdeɪ ɪn ðə spɑːr ənd rɪˈlækst | 
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Ex. 3: Read aloud.   

 

I saw 

I saw it  

I saw it all happened.  

I saw it all happened. I can draw. 

I saw it all happened. I can draw it.  

Australia  

Australia is 

Australia is the place 

Australia is the place I saw 

Australia is the place I saw in the picture.  

 

There’s a zebra 

There’s a zebra eating  

There’s a zebra eating grass.  

There’s a zebra eating grass outside.  

The cat’s  

The cat’s claw 

The cat’s claw is sharp.  

The cat’s claw is sharp and dirty.  

You’ve got 

You’ve got a crazy idea 

You’ve got a crazy idea about. 

You’ve got a crazy idea about it.  

 

This idea 

This idea is about. 

This idea is about pronunciation.  

This idea is about pronunciation practice.  
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